
FRANK ARNOLD  
Frank Arnold, 1911, Fruitland- 1993, Merced 
 Livingston High School,  
U.C. Berkeley, 1935  
Married Alice Lousia Strong, 1936, Lois Ann, Anita and Ralph 
First Job: Merced Irrigation District 
 
After graduating from high school, Frank attended UC Berkeley, where he was president of his 
class.  In 1935 he met his wife Alice Lousia Strong, who was one of the first students at U.C. 
Berkeley.  They married in 1936 and moved to Merced in 1940.   He and Alice had three 
children, Lois Ann, who died in infancy (1938), Anita (1939) and one boy, Ralph (1942).  
 
Frank went to work for Merced Irrigation District while farming turkeys and dairy cattle.  He 
became interested in real estate and worked as a broker for the rest of his working life.  He was 
on the Merced County Planning Commission.  He served a term as Mayor of Merced and made 
the first phone call to his parents, L.F. and Clara Arnold, on the new Pacific Telephone line in 
1953.  The new telephone lines replaced the “Farmers’ Line.”   
 
Frank always liked cars, so he bought an auto-wreck company, and he bought and sold many 
cars.  He spent a lot of time at the auto auction and in the car yard. He would let his grandsons 
drive the old wrecks around the yard.  They learned how to drive where nothing could be hurt. 
His nieces and nephews bought junker cars from him for $200-$300. That would amount to our 
summer wages working in the cannery or harvest. His son, Ralph, raced jalopy cars at the 
Merced Speedway at the Merced County Fairgrounds. The races were loud with engine 
backfires and the air smelled like gas and burning rubber.  
 
 He spent his few retirement years growing fruits and vegetables, and he took great joy in giving 
them to his friends and neighbors. 
  
 
 
 
 
By Barbara Gill Salerno with information from Anita Mederios 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


